(.Dalarne). The prebendary, Dr. Hvasser, in Leksand, has received orders from his Chapter to inquire into the superstition and witchcraft-nuisance at Gagnef and Mokfjards Annexen, in the Swedish valleys. The old Blackulla Journeys have risen from their centenary grave, and begin to haunt again the Delar-neighbourhood. Again the charmed horn is seized, and with the swiftness of lightning the Journey goes up the church-steeple, and from there to a mysterious place, where an alliance is made with the Prince of Darkness, who, with a pen dipped in the blood of the little finger, writes the name of the poor wretch into his book?exactly as at the time when much less was sufficient to cause one to be burnt alive. Yet there is some difference. Blakulla (the Brocken or Blocksberg in the Harz Mountains) is not named; the place in question is ealled Josephsdal, near Stockholm! The Journey is performed in the following way:?The child that is to go on it is first transformed, inside the room, into a worm; as such creeps out of a hole of the window ; then takes the shape of a magpie, and then turns at last into a child again. Now it mounts up the church-steeple on a calf's or cow's skin. But here we have a variation again from the old practice, which was, to scrape some metal from the bells, repeating at the same time these words:?' May my soul never come into God's kingdom before this metal is joined with the bell again.' The children now-a-days content themselves with taking some flour to Josephsdal for the preparation of the 'Welling'?a mysterious dish eaten at the banquet. In this outbreak of the belief in witchcraft, as well as in the recent instances of the belief which have happened in England, there have been reproduced, with barely any variation, the notions which were prevalent regarding witchcraft in the fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth centuries, and which have been handed down traditionally among the more ignorant classes of our own and of the Swedish population. Apart from the interest which attaches to the manifestation about the same period of the same superstitious delusion in two different countries, which have but slight bonds of connexion, the psychical phenomena which are witnessed during the progress and development of the delusion, are of value as furnishing data for the further examination of the physical and psychical conditions of superstition?a problem very far from being solved, and which may, perhaps, be most successfully dealt with by the examination of instances of a well-defined superstition, under circumstances so unfavourable to the development of superstition as those which are commonly believed to exist in our own country.
Moreover, the occurrence of superstitious delusions is useful as an index of the mental standard of the class of persons among whom they happen, and they form no contemptible gauges by which to measure the success which may have followed any efforts for the mental cultivation of a community. Usually, the popular superstitions which still exist in this country are found to differ from their pristine form, and to have been modified by the changed and changing social conditions of the period. Goethe Instantly he seized her hand, and dealt her a severe blow upon the head with the hatchet, which deluged her face with blood. She screamed and sprang from the bed, when the young fellow repeated the blows until she was rendered senseless. He then repaired to the hall bedroom, where his two brothers, Nathaniel and Charles, aged thirteen and six years, were sleeping in the same bed. He struck at them both with the same weapon, cutting from the head of the eldest a piece of bone, two inches long and nearly an inch wide. The younger was not so severely injured, but his skull was fractured, and pieces of the bone chipped away. 
